
Shaker Square’s Catholic Church 

Our Lady of Peace
Welcome to 

The Peacemaker Newsletter, Christmas 2022



From The Pastor

Fr. Gary Chmura

Visitor or parishioner - sure or struggling - young or old,
Rejoicing or grieving - faith-filled or doubting - poor or wealthy

No matter what your day has been like so far....

No matter what your race, language, orientation or marriage 
situation...With children or childless - weary or wondering,

sick or anxious - interfaith or interdenominational
No matter how long you have been away from church or where 

you’ve been...You belong here. We all belong to Christ. 
We are all God’s people.

We invite you to join us in worship, prayer, ministry and service.

Dear Parishioners and Friends of  Our Lady of  Peace,

First of  all, Merry Christmas! My hope is that this holy time of  the year is for 
each of  you and your families a time of  peace and hope. This year my dream 
and vision for Christmas at OLP is that we can do more than set up the stable. 
I pray that OLP can be the stable that welcomes the Holy Family and offers 
them shelter and warmth. I hope that we do more than display the manger. 
Instead, I believe that you and I can be the manger where the Christ Child 
finds comfort. Our Lady of  Peace has been that place of  welcome now for 
over one hundred years and, with the help of  God, we will continue that

proud tradition. We can be what Pope Francis calls a parish to be: “A home among houses.”  I want to 
thank you for being, in one way or another, part of  this wonderful community. I want to thank you for 
being the Church and inspiring me. May the joy of  these days renew us and bring us closer to the Lord 
and may the prayers of  Mary, Our Lady of  Peace, bring peace to our broken world.
Merry Christmas.........Fr. Gary

Parish Staff
Rev. Gary D. Chmura, Pastor|garychmura@gmail.com|ext.301     Rev. Andrew Morkunas|In Residence

     Rev. Mr. Frank Chambers|Parish Deacon
Sr. Rita Mrema, MCESM|Parish Sacristan      Mr. John Carlino, Parish Accountant|olpfinanceoffice@gmail.com|ext.306

Mr. Luis and Mrs. Carmen Castro|Directors of Maintenance
Mr. Matthew Fodor, Music, Production, Communications|musicdirector@olpchurch.com|ext.304

Mr. Brian Hoover|Liturgy and Finance Council Chairperson
Mrs. Kim Hoover, Office Administrator|office@olpchurch.com|ext.302     Mrs. Jean Pekoc|Director of Religious Education

Dr. Patrick Riley|Parish Council Chairperson     Dr. Martha Wright|Parish Finance Manager
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Mass Intentions
Monday, December 26, 2022|Weekday
Saint Stephen, The First Martyr
5:30pm|Vincent Saja

Tuesday, December 27, 2022|Weekday
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
8:00am|Felix Alejos

Wednesday, December 28, 2022|Weekday
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
5:30pm|Elizabeth Donohoe

Thursday, December 29, 2022|Weekday
1st Day within the Octave of  the Nativity of  the Lord
8:00am|Special Intention of  Betty Hissong

Friday, December 30, 2022|Weekda
The Holy Family of  Jesus, Mary and Joseph
5:30pm|Odelia Netto

Saturday, December 31, 2022|Vigil Mass
4:00pm|Nirmala Rangel

Sunday January 1, 2023|Mary, Mother of  God
9:00am|Parishioners of  Our Lady of  Peace
11:00am|Parishioners of  Our Lady of  Peace

To schedule a Mass Intention, please call: 
Parish Office: 216-421-4211 ext. 302

Email: office@olpchurch.com

Financial Information and Offertory

We are thankful beyond measure for your continued goodness to our Parish and Community!

To sign-up for safe, automatic giving, please visit: https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/OH89
For any questions or concerns, please call the Parish Office at 216-421-4211.

Parish Sacraments 2022
Below are the Sacramental Record      

numbers for the year 2022 at the parish. 

Baptisms
11

First Communion
2

Confirmation
14

Marriage
4

Deaths
16

We are always so thankful for your continued financial generosity to Our Lady of  Peace.
We continue to strive to be good financial stewards of  your good-will as we support 
our parish programs.  Additionally, your kindness helps in so many ways to aid in the 
needs of  the immediate and greater community that surrounds the parish.  Lives are       
brightened, hearts are warmed.  If  you wish to make a safe,  secure online donation, you 
can visit the link below, or use your cell-phone camera to scan the QR code to the left.  
May God bless you this Christmas, and in this New Year. 
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Our Lady’s Pantry continues to serve the neighboring community 
with food and toiletries. We serve about 30 people who come weekly 
to supplement their food supplies.  We also provide information about 
other services and provide fellowship. This year we have been 
fortunate to have new volunteers to prepare and distribute bags and 
provide a weekly sack lunch. Gesu and St. Charles Parishes 
continue to help with donations from their parishioners and schools. 
Our Lady’s Pantry is able to serve the community because of  the 
generous parishioners of  OLP who donate food, toiletries and money. 
We look forward to another year of  helping in the community. 

Susan McFarlane

The highlight for this year is continued funding and preparation for our new pipe organ.  “Prep work” 
for the installation has been completed.  It did involve quite a bit of  electrical work, and we used the 
opportunity to upgrade our electrical service in the church and bring it into the 21st century.  
Installation is scheduled to begin in February, with the hope that it will be operational in time for 
Easter.  Funding is on track.  Last year we mentioned that we had budgeted $150,000 in parish 
contributions, with the rest of  the money raised separately.  We have just recently surpassed that goal, 
but will continue to raise funds in order to further reduce the parish subsidy.  This is the culmination 
of  many large and many small donations.  We are happy that everyone seemed to play a part in this 
effort.  Aside from that, I am excited about the addition to our liturgies and the opportunity to use it 
as a way to reach out to the community with concerts.  In partnership with St. John Vianney parish in 
Mentor, we will soon be fixing up the “red house” next to church and hope to support a refugee 
family.  We will be replacing our air conditioner in the church in the spring.  There continues to be 
regular and routine preventative maintenance around the campus to keep things in good working 
order.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the general repair fund and the sacrifices you 
have made to keep Our Lady of  Peace in good financial shape, which, most importantly allows us to 
focus on liturgy, outreach and community. 
 
As always, we are excited and humbled that many of  you who are here today are visitors or past 
parishioners or friends who came back home to celebrate the holidays.  Welcome home.  You are 
always welcome here.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Brian Hoover
 

Our Lady’s
Pantry

     Susan
  McFarlane

Finance Chair
  Brian Hoover

Merry Christmas everyone!  I must admit, after a few challenging 
years for all of  us, it was great to see everything turn back to a 
sense of  normalcy in 2022.  Compared to previous years, this has 
been a little quieter on the finance and maintenance front, but 
we continue to be in solid financial shape.  Like everyone, we did 
have quite a bit of  pressure on expenses this year.  Consequently, 
we made an appeal to anyone able to consider an increase in their 
contributions.  The response was very positive.



From the 
Director of  Music 

and Communications

   Matthew
   Fodor

Dear Friends in Christ,

Another year has gone by, and here we are, celebrating Christmas and ready to 
usher in a new year.  It really has been good over the past two and a half  years to 
see so many faces returning to the pews at mass, our ministries, and social events.  
I especially love hearing so many voices singing in praise when we come together 
to celebrate at the Table of  the Lord.  

As you may have read in last weekend’s bulletin, this is the final holiday at the 
parish for our 27-year-old digital organ.  In total, I’ve spent a little over ten years 

playing this instrument for our parish.  The organ has served us very well.  After Christmas, our              
final preparations are beginning for the pipe organ installation in February/March 2023.  There is a        
comprehensive article in this newsletter explaining the entire process from when we began in August 
2021.  I hope that you will gain some insight on this amazing project and all that is involved.

Once the project is completed, we will begin to move forward on future plans for our music and           
liturgy, concert series, and other community oriented opportunities.  We hope to spread the good 
news of  this wonderful new instrument that we are blessed to call our own.  This pipe organ will bring         
excellent    music for decades to come for the parish and community.  

As always, I want to make special mention of  the members of  our music ministry.  I cannot thank them 
enough for their dedication, support and strength as they offer their talents at our masses, vespers, 
services and events.  Each person brings something unique to the choir loft, and when it’s all put 
together, amazing things happen. 

Enjoy the Christmas Feast and a Happy New Year to all of  you.

Matthew D. Fodor  
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PARISH COUNCIL AND ITS MAJOR FOCUS
While the Parish Pastoral Council will continue to offer social opportunities 
during this year to foster community, the main thrust of  the Council will be to 
prepare for a Parish Synod in the spring.

A synod is process of  walking and talking together in order to understand what
the people of  Our Lady of  Peace Parish want to become as we move forward. 
We need to reflect on and plan together on how, under the guidance of  the Holy
Spirit, to understand the present vitality of  the parish and how it can be
enhanced.  The vitality of  a parish rests on four pillars: worship and prayer, 
evangelization, community building, and outreach. The members of  the parish 
council have each selected one of  the four “pillars” on which to focus. In the 
coming months they will reach out to hear from as many parishioners as possible

to get your input. To follow the “synodal way,” everyone must be given a chance to have his or her voice 
heard.  We have already heard from 106 parishioners who participated in the face-to-face synod meetings last 
year. We will be looking at what we learned from those sessions, but we need to hear from all of  you because 
you are the parish of  Our Lady of  Peace and you have a right and an obligation to help to shape its future. 

In the spring of  this year, all parishioners will be invited to participate in the final phase of  the synodal 
process. It will be an exciting process in which we all work together to plan our common future. In the 
coming months there will be inserts in the bulletin to help you to better understand this process and the role 
of  each parishioner in this process.  Pat Riley

Parish
Council

  Patrick 
       Riley

Parish 
Office

  Kim
   Hoover

Anyone who has visited the rectory and has been in my office knows 
that at any given time it can look a “little” unorganized. Stacks of  
bulletins, a box of  Run For Peace t-shirts, bundles of  contribution 
envelopes, stray baby bottles for Womankind…the list goes on. One
might call it organized chaos: I do try my best to keep things in 
designated piles. There is a positive way to look at the “mess” of  a 
church office. It means things are happening in our parish. As a staff 
member and parishioner, it was nice to see people and events return to our
parish family this year. With that in mind, there is still much to be done, people to return to Mass, and some 
ministries to get up and running, but little by little, we are trying as a staff and parish to keep things moving 
forward. As always, I feel grateful to be a part of  the OLP family, and to witness its generous heart and 
compassionate spirit. Please do not hesitate to call the office at any time if  you have a question, concern, or 
suggestion, or if  you would just like to say “Hello” or introduce yourself. My hope is that this Christmas 
Season is healthy and happy for you and your loved ones and that your 2023 is blessed!  Kim Hoover

The Parish Office
The Parish Office is generally open Monday-Friday from 9:00am-3:30pm.
You may always call us at 216-421-4211 or email: office@olpchurch.com

Schedule Mass Intentions-Update Contact Information-Financial Contribution Records
Sacramental Record Requests-Scheduling And Other Items-

We are here to help you!
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We are again thankful for in-person PSR this school year. We may have lower 
numbers of  students, but high numbers for dedication and participation!
Our instructors enthusiastically prepare the students for Jesus’ birth, and also 
how He is in our hearts and lives every day.

As the days grow colder in the New Year, we look forward to conducting the 
“Warm Hands and Feet” campaign in February. We will not be having 
Confirmation this year but Spring will bring First Communion.
As this year closes, we are grateful for our Faith, Church Community,
Family and Friends. The grace and blessings they share with us each day
give us strength.

Jean Pekoc, Constance Sylvester, Carita Huang, Erin Grohe, John Kealy

Our Social Concerns Ministry is back up and running!  This Christmas, our Giving Tree was filled with 
colorful gift tags created and put together by our team.  The gifts this year were presented to an 
organization right here on our campus.  The Meeting Place Learning Center is a Non-Profit organization 
serving pre-school through 8th grade students in the after school hours.  Their program, which is also 
religiously based, continues to grow and serve the needs of  children in our immediate neighborhood.

We thank you all, for your kindness and support to make a brighter holiday for so many!

PSR
Program

  Jean Pekoc

 Social Concerns
Ministry
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The Schantz Pipe Organ #2209 (2002)
Three-Manual and Pedal - 30 stops/36 ranks

Installation | February/March 2023

In August 2021, our Director of  Music made a day trip to Burlington, North Carolina to inspect and 
play a 2002 Schantz pipe organ.  Needless to say, the inspection went very well.  With the support of  
many donors, parishioners grants and other support, we were able to purchase the instrument, and 
contract with the original builder, Schantz Organ Company of  Orville, Ohio, to remove, adapt, and 
install in our beautiful Church.  Our excitement grows as we await the final installation and tonal 
finishings.

It is very rare to find such a young (20-year-old) pipe organ to purchase, especially in such good 
condition.  Even better, the orginal organ builder is still in business!  It truly is a blessing.  In this letter, 
we wanted to take some time to explain the process and why there is such a long period of  time between 
purchase and installation.  

As noted above, our Director of  Music inspected the organ at it's former home in North Carolina.  This 
included climbing up into the pipe chambers to visually inspect the ranks and divisions.  In this organ, 
there are 4 Divisions: Great, Swell, Choir and Pedal.  In total there are 30 stops (the different 'sounds') 
and 36 ranks. A complete set of  32 pipes (for pedal stops) or 61 pipes (for manual stops) so constructed is 
called a rank. In the case of  compound stops, a separate rank of  pipes is necessary for each note that the 
stop sounds on a single key. Thus a Mixture IV will have four full ranks of  pipes, a Cornet V five ranks, 
and so forth.
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The inspection also included time to play the organ.  Despite being out of  tune, it was very clear that the 
instrument had a substantial, yet expressive sound in it's current space.  Consultation occured between our 
Director of  Music, Fr. Gary, Members of  Finance Council, The Diocesan Director of  Music, The Diocese of  
Cleveland, and of  course the team at the Schantz Organ Company as to the feasability and appropriateness 
for our space here at Our Lady of  Peace.

Once the contracts and financial requirements were complete, Schantz removed the organ from the church 
in North Carolina around February of  2022, and brought the instrument to their shop in Orville, Ohio. The 
reasons for the year gap between removal and installation are as follows:  (1) There were other projects already 
contracted in front of  ours; (2) There were site visits here at the parish for pre-installation work to complete, 
such as floor tile removal, electrical additions and upgrades, removal of  the current "facade" of  pipes in the 
loft, and necessary asthetics with wall repair and painting.  This does take time, especially to contract with the 
electrical company, painters and other wiring and repairs.  Our Music Ministry members truly continue to 
show patience through all the preparation and construction "chaos" as we make this project complete!
In February 2023, Schantz will be on site to remove the current facade of  pipework that we see now in the 
choir loft.  This is a remnant of  the orginal small studio organ used by the parish prior to installing our current 
27-year-old digital organ.  The speakers are hidden behind the pipes, along with other electronic equipment 
that controls the audio for the organ.  Once this is removed, the painting company will come in, make some 
repairs and paint the back wall.  In late February and into March, Schantz will then install the pipe organ in 
our loft.  This part of  the installation usually takes a few weeks, as each and every detail, including every pipe 
is placed by hand, making sure everything is in the designated place.  Over the following couple of  weeks the 
organ will be voiced for our space, and tuned.  As of  right now, we are planning that the organ will sound the 
trumpets to announce that Jesus Christ is risen at the Easter Vigil.  

We have hopeful plans for the pipe organ at our parish.  In addition to giving us support to sing at Mass and 
provide expressive tones and melodies for holidays, weddings and funerals, opportunity arises to become an 
instrument of  the community.  With such a professional instrument, we hope to begin a concert series to bring 
people to the parish from the wider community.  Our city is blessed with excellent schools of  music, and what 
better than to offer the instrument and our video/recording capabilities for degree students to use for their 
recitals?  So many opportunities await our parish community!  Below are some pictures of  current work on the 
pipes, facades, pedals and other compnents at the Schantz workshop.  We will update with more pictures and 
information on our social media as we receive them.  

Finally, a heartfelt note of  thanks goes out to the many donors of  this project:  Parishioners, Businesses,   
Private Individuals and Firms, and a Kulas Foundation Grant. Thank you, all for making this possible for the 
parish and the community here in Cleveland, Ohio.   
 

To make a donation to the Pipe Organ Project, visit our website: www.olpchurch.com and click on the Pipe Organ Tab.

You may also call the Parish Office at 216-421-4211 and speak to Fr. Gary Chmura, Pastor.    

For additional information, please email our Director of Music, Mr. Matthew Fodor: musicdirector@olpchurch.com.



9| The Peacemaker, Christmas 2022 Our Lady of Peace

Our Lady of  Peace, Cleveland, OhioCommunity Breakfast

Our Lady of  Peace
Community Breakfast 2022-2023

All Breakfasts take place on Saturday

September 24, 2022
October 29, 2022

November 19, 2022
December 17, 2022

January 28, 2023
February 18 2023
March 25, 2023
April 29, 2023
May 27, 2023
June 24, 2023
July 29, 2023

August 26, 2023

Please join from 10:00am-12 Noon in Cummins Hall.  
All are welcome!

12601 Shaker Blvd., Cleveland, Ohio 44120.

216-421-4211          www.olpchurch.com
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The Christmas Proclamation
Procession to the Stable (Joseph's Song)
Blessing of  the Stable and Christ Child
Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so 
tender and mild. Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in 
heavenly peace.
Processional
1. Hark! the herald angels sing: “Glory to the 
newborn King; Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations, 
rise, Join the triumph of  the skies; With angelic hosts 
proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Hark! the 
herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the 
everlasting Lord; Late in time, behold him come, 
Offspring of  a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the 
Godhead see! Hail th’incarnate Deity! Pleased as 
man with us to dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Hark! 
the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

3. Hail the heav’n-born Prince of  Peace! Hail the 
Son of  Righteousness! Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory 
by, Born that we no more may die, Born to raise us 
from the earth, Born to give us second birth. Hark! 
the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
Glory To God
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of  good will. We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of  God, Son of  the Father, 
you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on 
us; you take away the sins of  the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of  God 
the Father. Amen.
Opening Prayer
Please be seated after the prayer

+

Reading for the 4:00pm Mass can be found in 
the Breaking Bread Missal, Page Number 43.
The First Reading
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; upon those who dwelt in the land of  gloom a 
light has shone. You have brought them abundant 
joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as 
at the harvest, as people make merry when dividing 
spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on 
their shoulder, and the rod of  their taskmaster you 
have smashed, as on the day of  Midian. For every 
boot that tramped in battle, every cloak rolled in 
blood, will be burned as fuel for flames. For a child 
is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder 
dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, 
God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of  Peace. His 
dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s 
throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms 
and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and 
forever. The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will do this!
The Responsorial Psalm
Today is born our Savior! Christ, the Lord!

The Second Reading
Beloved:
The grace of  God has appeared, saving all and 
training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires  
and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this 
age, as we await the blessed hope, the appearance 
of  the glory of  our great God and savior Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself  for us to deliver us from all 
lawlessness  and to cleanse for himself  a people as his 
own, eager to do what is good.
The Gospel Acclamation and Reading
In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled.
This was the first enrollment,  when Quirinius was 
governor of  Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to 
his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee 
from the town of  Nazareth  to Judea, to the city of  
David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of  
the house and family of  David,  to be enrolled with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to have her child, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.

13 | The Peacemaker, Christmas 2022 Our Lady of Peace



 The Peacemaker, Christmas 2022 | 10Our Lady of Peace

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the 
fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. 
The angel of  the Lord appeared to them and the glory 
of  the Lord shone around them, and they were struck 
with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of  great 
joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city 
of  David a savior has been born for you who is Christ 
and Lord. And this will be a sign for you:  you will find 
an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes  and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of  the 
heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”
Homily
Profession of  Faith
Intercessions
Offertory
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O 
come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold 
him, born the King of  angels; O come, let us adore 
him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore 
him, Christ, the Lord! 

2. Sing, choirs of  angels, sing in exultation, Sing, all 
ye citizens of  heav’n above! Glory to God, all glory 
in the highest; O come, let us adore him, O come, let 
us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the 
Lord! 

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; Word of  the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; O come, let us adore him, O 
come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
Christ, the Lord! 
Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  Hosts. Heav'n and 
earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. Blest is he who comes in the 
name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna 
in the highest. 
Mystery Of  Faith
When we eat this bread, and drink this cup.  We 
proclaim your death, O Lord. Until You Come 
Again.
Great Amen
Amen, Amen Amen!

Our Father
Lamb of  God
Lamb of  God you take away the sins of  the world, 
have mercy on us, have mercy on us. (x2)
Lamb of  God you take away the sins of  the world, 
grant us peace, grant us peace.
Communion Processional
1. It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious 
song of  old, From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of  gold: “Peace on the earth, 
good will to all From heav’n’s all gracious King;” The 
world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing.
2. Still through the cloven skies they come, With 
peaceful wings unfurled, And still their heav’nly 
music floats O’er all the weary world: Above its sad 
and lowly plains They bend on hov’ring wing, And 
ever o’er its Babel sounds The blessed angels sing.
3. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, Whose forms 
are bending low, Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow, Look now! for glad and 
golden hours Come swiftly on the wing: O rest beside 
the weary road And hear the angels sing.
4. For, lo, the days are hastening on, By prophet bards 
foretold, When with the ever-circling years, Comes 
’round the age of  gold; When peace shall over all the 
earth, Its ancient splendors fling, And all the world 
give back the song Which now the angels sing.
Reflection
Prayer After Communion
Closing Prayer
Blessing
Recessional
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth 
receive her King; Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature 
sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; Let us our songs 
employ; While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove The glories of  his 
righteousness, And wonders of  his love, And wonders 
of  his love, And wonders, wonders of  his love.
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HISTORY OF OUR LADY OF PEACE
9/11 is a date that we now associate with violence and destruction, but 9/11 
in the year 1919 was a day for peace and building. On that day, Father James 
Cummins, just back from serving as an infantry chaplain in Word War I was 
assigned to organize a new parish. Having witnessed the horrors of  war he   

chose to dedicate this new parish to Mary, Our Lady of  Peace.

Our first Mass was celebrated in the billiard room of  the old Luna Park at East 
110th Street and Woodland Avenue with park benches serving as pews for the 

first parishioners. A temporary frame church was quickly built on Buckingham 
Avenue at East 121st Street on time for Easter, 1920 and in May of  1923 the 

"new" church, presently Cummins Hall, was ready for use.

Our present church was begun in 1949 and completed in 1951. It was and 
remains one of  the most beautiful places of  worship in greater Cleveland.

The story of  the building of  Our Lady of  Peace cannot be told in bricks and 
mortar. Our predecessors built themselves into a vibrant and diverse community 
of  faith through numerous organizations and activities. That spiritual building 

continues today through the organizations and activities and faith filled 
individuals of  our parish. Our story continues to unfold with prayer and joy, 

celebration and service to the least of  God's children.

In today's world, there is so much yet to accomplish for peace. 
As a parish community we strive to help those affected by war, and currently are 
making a committment to welcome and support a refugee family, as they arrive 
here in Cleveland, suffering from the devastation, sadness and loss because of  

the continued war in their homeland: The Country of  Ukraine.
  Let us all remember our history and remember to pray with                                                                                                      
Mary, Our Lady of  Peace, for peace in our world and for the                                                                       

protection of  all her children.  

15 | The Peacemaker, Christmas 2022 Our Lady of Peace


